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Unique Ways Universities are 
Maximizing Their StockTrak License

Virtual Investing & Portfolio Management
Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds, Options, Futures, Forex & Crypto

Personal Finance Simulation
Budgeting, Banking, Credit, Debt, Insurance, Taxes & Investing

Objectives & Agenda

1 StockTrak Overview: Who We Are

2 Our Stock Market Simulation:  For your Investments, 
Portfolio Management, Derivatives, Macro Economics, & 
Financial Statement Analysis classes

3 Our Personal Finance Simulation:  For your Personal Finance 
classes (and really for all your students at your school)

4 Best Practicing & Success Stories: How professors are 
implementing it in their classes

O B J E C T I V E S A G E N D A

Explain the functionality of StockTrak’s 
simulations

Review the newest features

Share best practices to get the most benefit 
for the maximum number of students at 
your university
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Professors customizes the virtual trading rules to match class objectives

Professors create “Assignments” to help students fully explore the functionality and the embedded tutorials

Essentially self-grading as Assignments automatically track students’ activities and performance

Features stocks, ETFs, mutual funds, bonds, options, futures, futures options, forex, spot commodities & cryptos

Most of U.S. markets are real-time bid/ask prices. European and Asian markets may be delayed or end of day pricing

Students can be required to write “trade notes” with each trade that become their trade diary

Accounts ranking include percentage return, Sharpe Ratio, Jensen’s Alpha and Treynor Ratio

Other tools include pre-populated portfolio, weekly cash deposits/withdrawals, buy & hold accounts

Real-time Detailed Admin Reporting Tools

A N  E D U C AT I O N A L  S I M U L AT I O N  T H AT  I S  M U C H  
M O R E  T H A N  J U S T  A  S T O C K  M A R K E T  G A M E

Virtual Investing & Portfolio Management Simulation

University Case Studies: Using StockTrak Site License and Branded Sites to Drive Engagement

StockTrak’s platform gives universities the flexibility to tailor the learning experience, increase student participation, and 
introduce personal finance and financial markets to ALL students, not just the business majors. Several institutions have used 
the platform in creative ways to meet teaching, recruitment, and outreach goals. The examples below highlight how different 
universities have put branded sites to work.
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Money Management/Budget Game for Personal Finance Classes

• Students have a job, live on their own, and have 7 bills to pay each month. 
• They establish a monthly budget & as they roll thru the month, random events 

happen to wreck their budget.
• Students play 12 virtual months, trying to optimize budgeting, savings, credit 

score & quality of life.

Students click 
die and move 

through 
month and 

get bills, 
paychecks, 
unexpected 
events and 
weekend 
activities

New Feature

Professor Admin Menu to Create/Manage Assignments/Lessons

Assignment 
Creation

New Feature
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Professor Reporting – Rankings, Holdings, Trades, Assignments
New Feature

Student Dashboard with Assignment, Portfolio & AI Wizard

New AI Wealth Wizard can 
will ask student a series of 

questions and then suggest a 
detailed question to ask 

ChatGPT; if professor enabled 
AI Wizard.

New Feature
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Have the students are start off with a portfolio of 

stocks--but each is a financial advisor that must now 

manage the portfolio for the client.

Start with a low cash balance, but every week a 

$X,000 deposit is made—forces students to invest 

weekly and learn dollar cost averaging. Or force 

students to rebalance account weekly.

W E E K LY  C A S H  D E P O S I T SP R E P O P U L AT E D  P O R T F O L I O S

Asks students how much money they want to invest, 

in how many stocks, in how many industries, with 

what dividend yield, which industries to overweight—

then creates a question to copy into their favorite AI 

tool; ALSO analyzes holding.

O T H E R S

Require students to write an explanation with each 

trade. At end of semester have them turn in this trade 

diary and explain if what they thought actually 

occurred.

T R A D E  N O T E S

Require all the trade types that platform offers.

A S S I G N M E N T S

Crypto, Forex, Sharpe Ratio Rankings, Portfolio Shocks

A I  W E A LT H  W I Z A R D

Unique Functionality Adds Real-life Scenarios

Beyond the Investment Class Opportunities
2024 Distinguished 

Educator Award:

Paul Cox, University of Bath

Scenario:  Students are hedge fund 
managers for a client with a $100 
million pre-populated portfolio 
that they must adjust to client’s 
needs & market conditions.

Results:
• Doubled class size
• More finance majors
• Student jobs: London banks 

asking to interview top 
students!
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University of Texas – Dallas (UTD): Campus-Wide Investing Challenge (students switch to 
Business/Finance majors)

Objective
Encourage broad participation across entire campus and introduce the stock market/investing to 
ALL students from ALL academic backgrounds.

Approach
UTD launched an annual “UTD Investing Challenge” through a dedicated branded site. The 
competition used simplified trading rules so that students from engineering, arts, humanities, and 
business could participate comfortably, regardless of prior financial knowledge. Promotion was 
carried out across multiple faculties.

Result
The initiative drew strong participation from students outside the finance program. It helped 
spark wider conversations about investing across campus while positioning the finance department 
as a valuable resource for students in other majors.

More Unique Features – Campus Wide Investing Challenges

More Unique Features – Campus Wide Financial Literacy Program

• All students have access to personal budgeting game, $10,000 in a virtual 
brokerage account, and financial literacy lessons.

• Student accounts have access until graduation
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University of  California,  Santa Cruz Financial Literacy Program

COWL Program

Client since 2024: Large scale asynchronous class

Students served: 1,700+ annually; single lecture 
with ~800 students, some sessions up to 970

Course focus: Practical investing and personal 
finance for large online classes

StockTrak’s role:
• Scalable platform for investment 

simulations for thousands of students
• Provides instructors with participation and 

outcome tracking tools
• Includes personal finance and budgeting 

simulations for hands-on learning

Outcome: Students gain practical investing 
experience and stronger personal finance skills in a 
scalable online format
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St. Clair College

Money Matters Program

Client since 2024: 16 professors, hundreds of 
students

Focus: Personal financial wellness & security

StockTrak’s role:
Simulated investing and portfolio 
management, budget game and lessons
Safe environment to practice decisions and 
see outcomes

Outcome: Engaging learning that builds 
financial literacy, practical skills, and 
employability
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Beyond the Investment Class: High School Recruitment
Offers virtual trading, campus visits & 
scholarships to local high schools—for 

over 10 years!

Objective
Strengthen relationships with nearby high 
schools while promoting Ithaca’s business 
program.

Approach
Hosted an “Investment Day” that combines a 
one-day educational session with a trading 
competition.

Result
Teachers and students gained exposure to 
Ithaca’s experiential learning approach, 
supported by a professional-grade market 
simulation platform.
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Beyond the Investment Class: High School Recruiting + Revenue

Bentley University

High School Recruitment: 
Offering virtual trading 
and campus visits in their 
summer Wall Street 101 
week-long classes for high 
school students for a fee.

40 students pay $2,000 for 
a week class; 4 weeks = 

$320,000

Beyond the Investment Class Opportunities – Dual Enrollment
University of Northern Iowa

High School Dual Enrollment:
High School students can take an online 

college class and get college credit.

Financial Skills for Smart Living® Program

Client since 2022: 7 professors, 600+ students

Course focus: Personal finance & investments for 
university and high school students

StockTrak’s role:
Hands-on practice managing investments and 
financial decisions
Experiential learning that builds confidence 
and understanding

Outcome: Students gain hands-on investing 
experience and confidence managing real-life 
finances

19

20



3/13/2026

11

21

22



3/13/2026

12

Additional Unique Use Case for Universities

1. All business students get a practice virtual $100,000 account that lasts all 4 years (especially CFA, CFP programs).

2. Fund Raising: Corporate sponsorship/branding for those firms that recruit your business majors.

3. A pre-requisite to join the Student Managed Investment Fund team is to have managed a virtual portfolio on StockTrak in the 
Investments Class.

4. Staff and employee education at the university.

5. Financial aid/counseling educational offering.

StockTrak Licenses

1. University-Branded 
Sites

2. Site Licenses to 
StockTrak.com

3. Individual Student 
Accounts

4. Digital Access Thru 
Campus Bookstore 
(Equitable and 
Inclusive Access)
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